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SUBJECT: SUDANESE FOREIGN MINISTER'S VIEW OF ZAIRE 
DEVELOPMENTS 

1 . THIS TELEGRAM IS BASED ON AN UNCLEARED MEMORANDUM OF 
CONVERSATION AND IS SUBJECT TO REVISION. DR. MANSOUR 
KHALID, FOREIGN MINISTER OF SUDAN, MET WITH SECRETARY VANCE 
ON APRIL 6. 
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2. IN RESPONSE TO THE SECRETARY'S QUESTION, DR. KHALID 
SAID ZAIRE WAS A BAD SITUATION MADE WORSE BECAUSE OF THE 
NECESSITY THAT THE U.S. DEFEND MOBUTU, A MAN OTHERWISE 
INDEFENSIBLE. KHALID ADMITTED HE DID NOT KNOW HOW THE 
MOBUTU REGIME COULD BE EFFECTIVELY SUPPORTED. IF THE 
KATANGAN GENDARMES WERE AN AUTHENTIC ZAIRE MOVEMENT, 
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HE WOULD NOT OBJECT TO THEIR SUCCESS, BUT THE PRESENCE OF 
A FOREIGN SUPPORTING ELEMENT REQUIRED ONE TO BACK MOBUTU'S 
GOVERNMENT. SUDAN WOULD THEREFORE SUPPORT THE LEGITIMATE 
GOVERNMENT IN THE OAU. 

3. THE SECRETARY SAID THE U.S. HAD GIVEN SOME ASSISTANCE 
IN THE FORM OF NON-LETHAL EQUIPMENT AND WOULD CONTINUE 
TO DO SO, BUT IT WAS DISCOURAGING TO SEE THAT THE ZAIRE 
ARMY WAS UNWILLING TO FIGHT. 

4. THE SECRETARY MENTIONED THE EFFORT TO FIND A RESOLU- 
TION TO THE PROBLEM THROUGH THE NIGERIANS. KHALID AGREED 
THAT A RESOLUTION MIGHT BE POSSIBLE IN THE AFRICAN 
FRAMEWORK IF NETO COULD BE BROUGHT TO COOPERATE SINCE 
HE, WHILE NOT NECESSARILY THE CAUSE OF THE KATANGAN 
DISPUTE, HAD WAYS OF CONTROLLING MANY OF THE PEOPLE 
INVOLVED. 
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